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CHIEF CANTY: Today is December 21st, 
2001. The time is 1113 hours. This is 
Michael Canty, Battalion Chief, New York 
City Fire Department. I am conducting an 
interview with Assistant Chief Michael 
Butler, Bureau of Fire Prevention, regarding 
the events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Please state your name. 

A. Michael J. Butler. 

Q. And you're assignment? 

A. I'm the Chief of Fire Prevention. 
Q. Where did you respond to the World 


Trade Center? 


A. I responded from home. I was on 
vacation. 
Q. How did you become aware of the 


incident at the World Trade Center? 

A. Via the television. 

Q. En route to the World Trade Center, 
what did you see? 

A. I saw the first tower come down when I 
was on the expressway prior to entering the 
Midtown Tunnel. 


Q. That's the Long Island Expressway? 
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A. Long Island Expressway. 

Q. Where did you park your car when you 
arrived at the World Trade Center? 

A. I parked my car on Warren Street and 
West, on Warren Street facing east. 

Q. On arrival did any civilian report 
anything to you? 

A. No. A lot of people running. 

Q. To whom did you first report to and 
where? 

A. For lack of a better word, I reported 
to Chief Cruthers someplace on West Street 


shortly after the second tower came down. 


Q. Were you given any specific assignment? 

A. Chief Cruthers ordered me to assemble a 
staging area -- actually at that time it was 
called the operations post -- at Chambers and 


West Street. 

Q. You never entered any building prior to 
the collapses; is that correct? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Did you contact anyone in the buildings 
prior to the collapse of the buildings? 


A. Negative. I did not. 
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Q. You previously stated that you were on 
the Long Island Expressway when the first tower 
collapsed. What was your location at the time of 
the second tower collapse? 

A. I was on West Street approximately two 
blocks north, probably at the interaction of 
Murray and West. 

Q. Were you in your vehicle? 

A. No. I was walking. 

Q. Where did you go? 

A. There was a chief's car, a GMC 
battalion chief's car in that interaction. As 
the enveloping dust cloud reached me or prior to 
reaching me, I ran behind that chief's car with a 
small group young firefighters. It was a truck 
company, and it was a single digit. But I don't 
know who they were. 

Q. Did you remove any injured civilians or 
firefighters prior to or following any of these 
collapses? 

A. From the site? No. I probably 
assisted people as they were coming in to the 
operations post that I initially started to 


establish at West and Chambers. 
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Q. Was that more in a supervisory 
capacity? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were these people seriously injured or 


were they walking? 

A. No, this was mostly dazed, disoriented 
firefighters and civilians. 

Q. Consider your handy talking 
communications for a moment. When you arrived -- 
what information do you have concerning handy 
talking communications at the World Trade Center? 

A. I have no information on communications 
of handy talky within the building. When I took 
my position on West and Chambers, trying to make 
contact from West and Chambers via my handy talky 
with anyone in and around the Trade Center did 
not happen. And I know my handy talky was 
charged. 

Q. Did you hear any radio traffic on the 
handy talky at that time? 

A. No, there was no radio traffic, and 
there was no radio traffic on the air, the 
department radio, either. It was dead silent. 


Q. This was following the second collapse? 
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A. This was following the second collapse. 

Q. Which channels did you operate on, if 
you remember? 

A. The universal channel, handy talky 1. 

Q. Were you notified to switch to any 
other channels? 

A. I don't recall. 

Q. Given the current known status of any 
missing or deceased members, did you have any 
visual or verbal contact with any of these 
members on September 11th? 

A. No, none whatsoever. 

Q. Is there anything else that you would 
like to add to this interview as far as 
information concerning the events of September 
11th? 

A. No. 

CHIEF CANTY: Thank you very much for 
your time, Chief. 
It is now 11:30 on December 21st, 2001. 

This concludes the interview. It was an 

interview with Assistant Chief Michael 

Butler, Bureau of Fire Prevention, conducted 


by Battalion Chief Michael Canty, Bureau of 
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Operations. 


